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J J r-an-"jI<-»\ " (NLJ (ca: 1822) : inflammation of the 

, Uar-OT-'gal-»-j£\ n [ISV] (ca. 1842) : a branch of medi- 
Jih diseases of the larynx and nasopharynx 
V^nij-ga-^cep. -'nnrji-N " [ISV] _(f8_6«j 



•nrning 



an instru- 
ct interior of the larynx — [ar-yn-gos-co-py \Jar- 




\ orW-ynx-es [NL 
i.fr.Gk]: the mod- 
^ of the trachea of 
1 vertebrates that in 
iher mammals, and a 
forms contains ' the 

&->■»> "[" fcf?™ 
l fr. (assumed) VL 
L' lasanum cooking 
himon chamber pot] 
also U-s#gne \-ys, 
3 flat noodles 2: a 
■insisting of layers of 
aa noodles, cheese, 
of tomatoes and usu. 
• 

if\ " [Hindi Ioshkar 
)■• an Indian sailor, 
.'or artilleryman 
i>"siv-e-3s\ adj [LL 
f. L tascivia wanton- 
tvu5 wanton — more 

1 : lewd, lustful — laryruc / epiglottis. 2 glottis, 5 
— [as-civ-i-otis- pharynx, 4 larynx, 5 vocal cords, 6 
trachea, 7 esophagus 

Used: las-ing [backs 
toerj (1962) : to emit coherent light 
On. often arm'o [fight amplification by stimulated emission 
(1957) : a device that utilizes the natural oscillations of 
Jecules between energy levels for generating coherent elec- 
radiation in the ultraviolet, visible, or infrared regions of 

1980) : optical Disc; esp : one on which video images are 

'a (1979) : a' high-resolution -printer for computer output 
phicaljy prints an image formed by a laser 
■b [ME /ashen] W (14c) 1 : to move violently or suddenly 
"o thrash or beat violently (rain ~ed at the windowpanes) 
a' verbal attack or retort — usu. used with out *vvr 1 a 
fling about violently (the big cat — eri its tail about threat- 
-tb strike or beat with or as if with a whip (waves ~ed the 
s': to assail with stinging words b : drive, whip (^ed 
ury with his fiery speech) — lash*er n 
'i a (1) : a stroke with or as if with a whip (2) : the 
of a whip; also : whip b : punishment by whipping 2 : a 
pping, or driving force 3 : a. stinging rebuke 4: eyelash 
ince or play between adjacent movable mechanical parts - 
fasc/ien.to lace, fr. Mr lacier — more at lace] (15c) : to 
tne;(as of rope, cord, or chain) — lasher n 
c)'.;, something used for binding, wrapping, or fastening . 



h'-inz, -anz\ also lash-ins \-anz\ n pi [fr. gerund of >lash] 
11829) : a great plenty : abundance (piles of bread and 
of tea— Molly Weir) 



W»p\ n ['/ash! (1898) 1 : something hastily put together 
3, 2 : outfit j 

nase Vel-as-'par-»-j»-,nas,' -jiaz\ n ( 1967) : an enzyme that 
rthe physiologically commoner form of asparagine, is ob- 
orh bacteria, and is used esp. to treat leukemia 
vIE las] (14c) 1 : a young woman : girl 2 : sweetheart 
Jas-a-\ n [Lassa, village in Nigeria] (1 970) : a virus disease 

* that is characterized by a high fever, headaches, mouth 
^e aches, small hemorrhages under the skin, heart and 
cvand a high niortality.rate 

n.(1725): LASS 1 

•S!>it(y)ud\ n [MF, fr. L lassitudo. fr. lassus weary — ■ more 
'."1 : a condition of weariness or debility : fatigue 2 : a 
listlessness : languor syn see lethargy 
36, la-'sii\ ru pi lassos or lassoes. [Sp lazo, fr. L laqueus 
oL lacere to entice — more at delight] (ca. 1768) : a rope 
gi'of.leather with. a noose used esp. for catching horses and 

AT 

!) : to catch with or as if with a lasso : rope — las-so-er n 
i [ME lasten, fr. OE ISstqn to last, follow; akin to OE fair 
(bef. 12c) . 1 : to continue in time 2 a : to remain fresh 
^ : endure b ; -to manage to continue (as in' a course of 
to'continue to live (he won't — much-longer) ^ vt 1: to- 
aistence or action as long as or longer than — often used 
tUdn't ~ out the:training program) 2 : .to be enough for 
.(.the supplies will ~ them a week) sya see continue — 

fr.iOE iBste, fr. last footprint; akin to OHG leisi shoemak- 
er? furrow — more at learn] (bef. 12c) : a form (as of 
^uc) which is shaped like the human foot and over which a 
Sot repaired 

: to shape with a last — Taster n 
•jr. OE latosl superl. of last late] (bef. 12c) 1 a : follow, 
^t (he was the ~- one out) b : being the only remaining 
"fx 2 a : belonging to the final stage (as of life) (his ~ 
j> : administered to the seriously.sick or dying (the ~ 

* ' 3 a : nt * 1 before the present : most recent <~ 
,r, book was a failure) b : most up-to-date : latest (it's 

* f' n ^ on ^ * 8 : lowest in rank or standing; .also 
£ larthest. from a specified quality, attitude, or likelihood 
S,.~ person to fall for flattery) 5a: conclusive (there 
•? lo a problem of human relations) b : highest in degree 



laryngitic • late 675 

: supreme, ultimate c : distinct, separate — used as an intensive 
(ate every ~ piece of food on the plate) — last-ly ad* 
■ sya last, final, terminal; eventual, ultimate mean following all 
Others (as in time, order, or importance). LAST applies' to something 
that comes at the end of a series' but does not always imply that the 
series is completed or stopped (hat page of a book) (last news we had 
of him) final applies to that which definitely closes a series, process, 
or progress {final day of school) terminal may indicate a limit of 
extension, growth, or development (terminal phase of a disease) even. 
TUal applies to something that is bound to follow sooner or later as 
the finafefTect'of causes already operating (.eventual defeat of the en- 
emy)' ultimate implies the last degree or stage of a long process be- 
yond which further progress or change is impossible (.ultimate col- 
lapse of civilization) 
'last adi (bef. 12c) 1 : after all others : at the end (came ~ and left 
first) 2 : most lately (saw him ~ in New York) 3 : in conclusion 
(and — , I'd like to consider the economic aspect) - 
<last n ( 1 3c) : something that is last — at last or at long last : at the end 
of a period of time : finally (at last you've come home) 
last-ditch adj (1937) : made as a final effort esp. to avert disaster (a ~ 
attempt to raise the money) 
last ditch n (1715) : a place of filial defense 

'. Las-tex \1as-,teks\ trademark — used for an elastic yarn consisting of a 
core'of latex thread wound with threads of cotton, rayon, nylon, or silk 
last hurrah n [fr. 77ie Last Hurrah (1956) by Edwin O'Connor +1968 
Am. novelist] (1956) :. a last effort or attempt (his unsuccessful Senate 
run was his last hurrah ' — R. W. Daly) 

last-in first-out adj (ca'. 1940) : of, relating to. or being a method of 
inventory accounting that values all stock on hand at the cost of.the'lol 
last received 

■last-utg adj (12c) : existing or continuing a long while : enduring — 
last.tng.ly \1as-tirj-le\ adv — last.itig.Ress n 

syn lasting, permanent, durable, stable mean enduring for so long 
as to seem fixed or established, lasting implies a capacity to continue 
indefinitely (a book that left a lasting impression on me) permanent 
adds usu. the implication of being designed or planned to stand or 
continue indefinitely (permanent living arrangement) DURABLE implies 
power to resist destructive agencies (durable fabrics) stable implies 
lastingness because of.resistance to being overturned or displaced (a 
. stable government) 

'lasting n (15c) 1 archaic :' long life 2 : a sturdy' cotton or. worsted 
cloth used esp. in shoes and luggage 

Last Judgment n (l'4c) : the judgment of mankind before God at'the 
end of the world ' , 

last minute n (1 920) : the moment just before some climactic, decisive, 
or disastrous event 

last name n (1 897) : surname 2 

last rites n (ca. 1930): extreme unction 

last straw n [fr. the fable of the last straw that broke the camel's back 
when added to its burden] (1848) : the last of a series (as of events. or 
indignities) that brings one beyond the point of endurance 

Last Supper n (14c) : the supper eaten by Jesus and his disciples on the 
night of his betrayal -• 

Last Things n pi [trans, of ML Novissima] (1522) : events (as the resur- 
rection and divine judgment of all humankind) marking the end of. the 
world : eschatological happenings 

• last word n (1563) 1 :- the final remark in a verbal exchange 2 a: the 
power of final decision b : a definitive statement -or treatment (this 

' study will surely be the last word. on the subject for. many years) -3 
: -the most advanced, up-to-date, or fashionable exemplar of its kind 
(the last word in sports cars) 

lat-a-kia y.lat-s-Tte-sV n [Latakia, seaport in Syria] (1833) : a highly 
aromatic Turkish smoking tobacco 

■latch \1ach\ vi [ME lachen. fr. OE laiccan: akin to Gk lambanein to 
take, seize] (bef. 12c) 1 : to catch or get hold — used with on or onto 
2 : to attach oneself (~ed onto a rich widow) 

2 latch n (13c) : any of various devices in which mating mechanical parts 
engage to fasten but usu; not to lock something: a : a fastener (as for 
a door) consisting essentially of apivoted bar that falls into a notch b 
: a fastener (as for a door) in which- a spring slides a bolt into a hole; 
aiso: nightlatch ... 

Match « (1 5c) : to make fast with or as if with a latch 

latch-el \'lach-st\ n [ME lachet, fr. MF, shoestring, fr. laz snare; fr. L 
laqueus; akin to L lacere to entice — more at delight] (1 5c) : a narrow 
leather strap, thong, or lace that fastens a shoe or sandal on the-foot 

latch-key \1ach-;ke\n (1 825) : a key to. an outside and esp. a front door 

latchkey child n (1944) : a young child of working parents who must 
spend part of the day at home unsupervised 

latch-string \-,(s)trirj\ n (1791) : a string on a latch that may be left 
hanging outside the door, to permit the raising of the latch trom the 
outside or drawn inside to prevent intrusion 

'late \'lat\ adj lat-er; latest [ME, late, slow, fr. OE tec akin to OHG laz 
slow, OE latan lo let] (bef. 1 2c) 1 a (l) : coming or remaining after 

- the due, usual, or proper time (a — spring) (2) : of, relating to, or 
imposed because ot tardiness b : of or relating to an advanced stage 
in point of time or development (the ~ Middle Ages); esp : far ad- 
vanced toward the close of the day or night (~ hours) 2 a : living 
comparatively recently — .used of persons (the -~ John Doe) and often 
with reference to a specific relationship or status' (his ~- wife) b : be- 
ing something or holding some position or relationship recently but 
not now (the. ~. belligerents), c : made, appearing, or happening just 
previous to the present time esp. as the most recent of a succession (our 
~ quarrel) syn see dead — late-ness n 

flate odv lat-er, lat-est (bef. 12c) 1 : a : after the usual or proper time 
(got to work'. — )■ b : at or to an advanced point of time (saw her — in 

■the day) — often used with on : (work until noon and relax later on) 2 
: not fong ago: recently (a man ~ of Chicago) — of late: in the 

,\s\abut \*\kitteW F table \sr\ further \a\ash \a\ace \a\ cot, cart 
\au\out \ch\chin ■ \e\ bet \S\easy \g\go \i\hit \i\ice \j\job 
\i)\sing \6\go \6\law \6i\ boy ■ \th\ thin \ih\ the \ii\ loot' \u\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k., ". ce, 65, tc, Fr, >\ see Guide to Pronunciation 



